Aipril 1£, 1968 



Dear Hal, 

Again, excuse my delay in replying to your letters. As of 
this week (after the 15th of April, that is) I'll he free to write 
more regularly -chan I have in the past several weeks and you will 
he informed about what our activities here have heen. 

Thanks for all the enclosures you've been sending and the 
documents concerning the items youjve bee n foilwing up leads on. 

A more detailed letter on this from me will follow shortly. 

I 've had absolutely no chance to check on the names you 
sent me(0wen, Latham, Thompson, etc.). Ditto on Youngblood. As for 
Harv Morgan and Jim Eason I have not called them since January. That's 
how busy I've been at my office and you know how I would take the 
time to look into anything that you wanted me to check out. 

I'm enclosing articles you'll find of interest, partic- 
ularly the remarks made by Bobby Kennedy when he was at the San Fer- 
nando Valley St&te College . The statements he made are quite accurate 
since I was able to obtain^ a tape of his remarks through Dave Lifton. 
Except for a few slight changes Bobby did say "I stand by the Warren 
Commission" (I 'll have a transcript made of this and a copy of the 
tape shortly so you'll be able to compare the report as printed in 
the L.A. Times with what he actually stated). 

You may be interested in knowing that the night before 
Bobby made this ygggti speech a friend of the Citizens Committee 
manage to sneak his way into Bobby's suite to attend a press gather- 
ing of favored newsmen. This person managed to confront Bobby face 
to face and asked him about the assassination and another investigate 
ion. Bobby gave him a look as if to say, "Who let you in here?". This 
person persisted, however, in asking Bobby to make a statement. Bobby 
finally did and said:"It's a closed case". So much for Bobby. 

You'll notice the second enclosure concerning the "Blue 
Shirts of Louisiana" . I sent Steve 2 copies of this and^asked h* him 
to give one to Garrison who was supposed to be in Los Angeles last 
week. There are more details on this that I'll send you in a letter 
the next time but before ending my discussion of this I just wanted 
to point out to you that the "Blue ShiBts" served as the uniformed 
guards for the New Orleans meetings of the National States Rights 
Party when they held their meetings. Can you get one of your New Or- 
leans contacts to identify who the "Leonard Butler" is in the letter 
sent to the person whose name is blacked out? 

You requested info on Courtney of New Orleans. Kent and 
Phoebe Courtney advertised in "American Opinion" through a front 
group known as "The conservative Society" "which once published 
"America's Unelected Rulers" by the Courtneys and also through the 
"Independent American" a publication which produced a line of pamph- 



lets called "TAX FAX" which was pro-big business. This could mean 
support came from sources who had an interest in seeing that the 
Courtneys succeeded in their venture. 

I f ll have more on Courtney in a later letter. 

Here's some interesting data on Harold Varney which I dug up. 

As you'll recall I wrote you once before that Varney was President 
of the "Committee on Pan-American Policy". Prior to this. Varney was 
an associate editor of the American Mercury. I ft June, 1937, the 
American Civil Liberties Union sued that magazine for $50,000 for 
what they said was a libelous article by Varney entitled "Liberalism 
a' la Moscow" which appeared in the December, 1936 issue. The annual 
ACLU report said: "The American Mercury, now a spokesman for the 
fascist viewpoint, published in December an article ...by Harold Lord 
Varney, associate editor, formerly secretary of the Italian Historical 
Society, subsidized by MussMini. Mr. Varney was personally decorated 
by the dictator. The article so libeled the Union that suit for 
$50,000 was brought .. .When the Union offered to submit to an impartial 
referee the examination of Mr. Varney's charges, provided the Mercury 
would publish his findings, the publisher(Lawrence E. Spivak, who is 
still publisher) refused." 

Varney was also an associate editor of a fascist magazine that 
appeared in the 30 f s known as "the Awakener" . Lawrence Dennis, the 
leading American fxsxst fascist during these times was its publisher. 

Varney's "Committee on Pan-American Policy" had offices in 
Hew York City and listed besides Varney a Professor Charles Callan 
Tansill as "Research Chairman". Tansill was known to be one of the 
ranking scholars and historians on the Right. This group published 
"Pan American Headlines", a glossy two-color 8-pager which appeared 
to urge old-line American Imperialism. They sought armed "intervention” 
in Cuba. The January-February 1962 issue says: "It is impossible to 
escape the conclusion that we must now intervene in Cuba with our 
armed forces. Vve can no longer pass the buck to anyone else." 

It's interesting to note that the chief fear of the Committee 
seems to be that American holdings in various South and Central Amer- 
ican republics are in danger of seizure by nationalist regimes. A 
comment I have here concerning this in the data says the following: 

"It is not difficult to imagine what American business combines might 
be contributors to this group." 

*The Advisory Committee includes the following names* Taylor 
Caldwell, Brig. General Y/m. P. Campbell, Frank Chodorov, Hon. Kit 
Clardy, Admiral Charles M. Cooke, Lieut. General P.A. Del Valle, 

Col. Serge Obolensky, Professor Revilo P. Oliver, George S. Schuyler, 
Liept. General George E. Stratemeyer general A.C. Y/e demeyer, Judge 
George Y/ . Y/illiams, Ralph E. Davis and Major General Charles A. 
Y/illoughby • 

Revilo P. Oliver you know about already but the rest of 
these characters are also intellectual stars of the far right. Clardy 
was, for example, a member of the discredited Velde KUAC . Stratemeyer 
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and Del Valle endorsed anti*Jewish publications and Ralph Davis 
is an officer of the John Birch society. 

There are some biographical sketches I can supply on each 
of these if you wish. Let me know if it's important enough. 

What have you been able to determine as far as the trial 
date in Mew Orleans? I'm quite anxious to go down but will await 
your judgment as to when to leave. I would like to be there when 
you are there together with Steve l My problem is that the longer 
I wait the less money I'll have to be able to go and stay for any 
length of time as I would like. I was even thinking of going back 
east to New Jersey for awhile and then v/h n the trial opens leave 
j-or N.O. If I were back east I could then visit you and be of some 
help. What's your thinking on this? 

More to follow later, but have to run now. 



^ • I aihmost forgot. Please change my address from 
923A Fulton Street to my new address. It's 6009 Jordan Street, 
11 Cerrito, Calif. 94530. I'm staying here until I leave, 
lhat is tne adress of Tom and you have his phone number where 
1 can be reached. 




